
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Arboretum Trust 
 

Invites you to 
 

Cross-Curricular Minibeasts 
 

26th June 2009 
10am - 3pm 

 
 

The Arboretum Trust, Kew at Castle Howard, Near Yor k 
 
The Arboretum Trust is an independent charitable trust just 30 minutes north east of York and represents 
one of the most exciting new developments in horticulture and botany for the new millennium. It is home 
to more than 6000 trees of 1500 different varieties set in 160 acres of beautiful open woodland with 
several lakes and ponds. The education programme uses the natural resources available to provide 
curriculum-linked outdoor education for school and community groups with particular emphasis on 
science, maths, art, education for sustainable development and conservation. 
 

Join us on this one day course and enter the amazing world of minibeasts! Gain confidence in collecting, 
handling and identifying minibeasts. Learn where to look for different creatures and how to create habitats 
to attract minibeasts. Experience how working outdoors can be used to enhance the delivery of the 
National Curriculum and gain hands on experience in a wide variety of cross-curricular minibeast activities 
you could use with visiting schools or community group.  
 

The day will include: 
 

·  Woodland and Wetland Minibeasts – extensive hands on and confidence building experience of 
safely collecting, handling and identifying minibeasts from ponds and woodlands. 

·  Cross-curricular possibilities through minibeast activities including science, literacy, numeracy, art, 
design and technology, physical education and education for sustainable development. 

·  Resources and our popular minibeast ID dial templates to take away. 
 

Comments from previous participants on arboretum courses; “Inspiring ideas to develop all areas of the 
curriculum using an outdoor context”. “Super activities relevant to all ages and abilities”. “New, exciting 
and interesting ideas to promote learning outdoors”. “Katherine’s enthusiasm is infectious!” 

 
Course cost of £50 per person. Lunch and light refr eshments will be provided. 

 
To book a place on any of the courses contact Katherine Forsey at The Arboretum Trust  for an application 
form. Applications should be received at least a week before each course date but places are restricted to 25 
per course and do fill up quickly. Full contact details can be found at the end of t his document. 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Cross-Curricular Minibeasts 
The Arboretum Trust, Kew at Castle Howard 

 
 

 
 

PROGRAMME 
  

10am Arrival. Tea/Coffee 
 
10:15am Introduction to The Arboretum Trust, Kew at Castle Howard 
 Dr Katherine Forsey, Education Development Officer, The Arboretum Trust 
 
10:30am Hands on experience of a selection of curriculum linked and cross-curricular 

minibeast activities with collection and identification sessions including; Pond 
Dipping and Wetland Invertebrate ID, Pond Food Webs and Minibeast Movement, 
Minibeast Hunts and Woodland Invertebrate ID, Minibeast Habitat Creation and 
Decomposer Detectives.  
Please note that we will be outside for this session, suitable outdoor clothing and 
footwear is essential. 

 
1pm Lunch. Tea/Coffee 
 
1:45pm Risk assessments and equipment 
 
1.55pm Cross-curricular approaches to minibeasts 
 
2:35pm Resources and ID dial templates 
 
2:45pm Evaluation 
 
3:00pm Close 
 

This course is suitable for Key Stage 1, 2 & 3 Teac hers and Teaching Assistants in Primary, 
Secondary, Special and Independent Schools, Communi ty Group Leaders, Youth Workers, 
and organisations working with schools to encourage  out of the classroom learning. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Details for Application Form and Further In formation 
 

Dr Katherine Forsey, Education Development Officer, 
The Arboretum Trust, Kew at Castle Howard, York, YO60 7DA 

T: 01653 648598     W: www.kewatch.co.uk     E: education@kewatch.co.uk 


