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TREE HEALTH CENTRE OPENS AT THE YORKSHIRE ARBORETUM,
PROMOTING HEALTHY TREES FOR A HEALTHY FUTURE

We need healthy trees for a healthy future, but trees across the country and around the
world are in trouble. Climate change and increasing numbers of pests and diseases are
threatening the continued existence of many familiar species in our landscape, just at a time
when we need to plant more trees than ever before to capture carbon.

Recognising this the Yorkshire Arboretum has established the country’s first dedicated Tree
Health Centre. Launching in September 2021, with a formal opening event on 23
September, it aims to raise awareness of the threats to trees, the need for vigilance to avoid
importing other pathogens, and to suggest ways of increasing the resilience of our
treescape for the centuries ahead. We look to achieve this by offering classes, courses and
public outreach events.

These events, led by specialists, will take place at the Yorkshire Arboretum, using the new,
fully-equipped classroom and beautiful, botanically-rich surroundings for unique
indoor/outdoor learning experiences.

From Friday 24 September to Sunday 3 October, the arboretum will host a range of activities
to commemorate the launch of the Tree Health Centre. Families can get involved in a range
of trails round the arboretum, interactive demonstrations, and a kid’s bug hunt and activity
pack. There will also be tree health tours of the arboretum, and a talk hosted by guest
speaker Prof Nicola Spence —Chief Plant Health Officer at Defra and an arboretum trustee.

Arboretum Director Dr John Grimshaw said: “The launch of the Tree Health Centre comes at
a time when everyone is painfully aware of the consequences of climate change, and the
need to plant trees to help combat it. We want to help people keep our trees healthy and
thriving, and these events offer something for everyone to learn about how to do so.”

Funding included £286,000 from the York & North Yorkshire Local Enterprise Partnership’s
Local Growth Fund allocation.

David Dickson, Chair of the York & North Yorkshire Local Enterprise Partnership



Infrastructure and Joint Assets Board, said: “This specialist knowledge centre will build the
capacity to protect tree health and lead the way for others. The opportunities for learning
will make a real impact, and contribute towards the region’s ambitions to be greener, fairer
and stronger.”

PETER SOWERBY .
@ FOUNDATION York & North Yorkshire
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The Yorkshire Arboretum and Ray Wood are gardens of the Castle Howard Arboretum Trust,
an independent charity (registration number 1044931) established to maintain and protect
these unique collections. Founded in 1997 as a partnership between the Royal Botanic

Gardens, Kew and Castle Howard, the Trust’s patron is HRH The Prince of Wales.

Local Growth Fund

Local Enterprise Partnerships are playing a vital role in driving forward economic growth
across the country, helping to build a country that works for everyone. That’s why by 2021
Government will have invested over £12bn through the Local Growth Fund, allowing LEPs to

use their local knowledge to get all areas of the country firing on all cylinders.

e There are 38 LEPs covering the whole of England

e The government has awarded £9.1bn in three rounds of Growth Deals to local areas
to drive economic growth.

e LEPs are investing in a wide range of projects including transport, skills, business

support, broadband, innovation and flood defences.

Northern Powerhouse

Some Northern Powerhouse key facts:



e The Northern Powerhouse is a key aspect of this Government’s approach to
addressing the productivity gap in the North and ensuring a stronger, more
sustainable economy for all parts of the UK.

e The government has awarded £3.4bn in three rounds of Growth Deals across the

Northern Powerhouse.

Visit the Tree Health Centre website: www.treehealthcentre.org
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